


“The older I grow, the more I am personally convinced
that the church is our Lord’s answer to the adopting of
so many precious children who so desperately are in
need of a good home. Dr. Russell Moore has done the
church a tremendous service by reminding us in this
writing of the call of God to meet the ever-pressing
needs of these little ones. Read with the intent to obey.”
Johnny Hunt, Former President, The Southern
Baptist Convention; Senior Pastor, First Baptist
Church Woodstock, Woodstock, Georgia

“Russell Moore shows how churches should view
adoption as part of their mission. He shows what a dif-
ference it would make if Christians were known once
again as the people who take in orphans and make
them sons and daughters.”
Marvin Olasky, Editor in Chief, World News
Group

“This is a powerfully insightful book of how adoption
is a beautiful act of love and mission for the gospel. I
pray that God uses this book to encourage and impact
many, many lives.”
Dan Kimball, Pastor, Vintage Faith Church;
author, They Like Jesus but Not the Church



“This book is for all who have been adopted by God.
Moore illumines the beauty and wonder of our adop-
tion in Christ and its profound and necessary impli-
cations for orphan care and the earthly practice of
adoption. If you want to deepen your worship of the
God who adopts and who has revealed himself to be
a “Father to the fatherless,” Adoption will serve you
exceptionally well.”

Dan Cruver, Director, Together for Adoption;

author, Reclaiming Adoption: Missional Living

Through the Rediscovery of Abba Father

“The Bible tells us that pure religion is caring for wid-
ows and orphans. Dr. Russell Moore challenges Chris-
tians to an aspect of Christ’s lordship that many have
never considered. His remarkable way of putting our
salvation into the context of being adopted into God’s
family brings a new perspective on being the recipient
of undeserved mercy and grace.”

Jerry Rankin, Former President, International

Mission Board of the Southern Baptist

Convention
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To the Highview Baptist Church
in Louisville, Kentucky, and the
Kingdom First Bible Study class.
I am enriched every day by memories
of the years serving with you.
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Preface

What it would mean if our churches and fami-
lies were known as the people who adopt
babies—and toddlers, and children, and teen-
agers. What if we as Christians were known,
once again, as the people who take in orphans,
and make of them beloved sons and daughters?

Not everyone is called to adopt. No one
wants parents who adopt children out of the
same sense of duty with which they may give
to the building fund for the new church gym-
nasium. But all of us have a stake in the adop-
tion issue, because Jesus does. He is the one
who tells us his Father is also the “Father of
the fatherless” (Ps. 68:5). He is the One who
insists on calling “the least of these” his broth-
ers (Matt. 25:40), and who tells us that the first
time we hear his voice he will be asking us if
we did the same.

I don’t know why, in the mystery of God’s
plan, you were led to pick up this booklet. But,

9



Preface

I know this. You have a stake in the adoption
issue—even if you never adopt a child. There’s a
war going on around you—and perhaps within
you—and adoption is one crucial arena of that
war. With that in mind, perhaps there are some
changes to be made in our lives. For some of
us, I hope this book changes the makeup of
our households. For some of us, I hope it helps
to change our monthly bank account balances.
For all of us, I hope it changes something of the
way we say “brother” and “sister” in our pews
next Sunday, and the way we cry out “Father”
on our knees tonight.
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Introduction

Joseph of
Nazareth

What's at Stake When We
Talk about Adoption

I played a cow in my first-grade Christmas pag-
eant, and I had more lines than the kid who
played Joseph. He was a prop, or so it seemed,
for Mary, the plastic doll in the manger, and
the rest of us. We were just following the script.
There’s rarely much room in the inn of the con-
temporary Christian imagination for Joseph,
especially among conservative Protestants like
me. His only role, it seems, is an usher—to get
Mary to the stable in Bethlehem in the first
place and then to get her back to the Temple
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Introduction

in Jerusalem in order to find the wandering
twelve-year-old Jesus.

But there’s much more to the Joseph figure.

Joseph serves as a model to follow as we see
what’s at stake in the issue of adoption. Joseph,
after all, is an adoptive father. In some ways,
his situation is, of course, far different from
that of any reader holding this book right now.
In other ways, though, Joseph’s mission be-
longs to all of us. As Joseph images the Father
of the fatherless, he shows us how adoption is
more than charity. It’s spiritual warfare.
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