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Praise for
The 21 Questions Your Kids Will Ask about Christianity

“Why does God allow suffering?” “Does the Bible contradict itself?”

If we're honest, it’s not only our kids who ask these tough questions.

Sometimes, it’s us! We could all benefit from reading Alex McFarland’s

excellent book, which brings clarity to these faith-challenging issues.
—Jim DarLy

President, Focus on the Family

Today’s generation of young people have adamant and insistent questions

about Christianity . . . This is why 'm so excited about Alex McFarland’s

new book. Rather than tiptoe around sticky, uncomfortable questions,

Alex welcomes them with forthright enthusiasm. He genuinely /ikes

young people; he gets their lingo, knows what irks them, and taps into

their passion for honesty and integrity. . . . T highly recommend this book!
—Jont Eareckson Tapa

Joni and Friends International Disabilicy Center

Every parent has been asked one of those questions that seemingly causes
time to stand still. Your mind goes numb, blood rushes to your feet, your
palms get sweaty, and all you can think to say is “Go ask your ____.” As
a Christian parent desiring to give godly counsel to your kids, [you need
to] arm yourself with biblically based materials. My friend Alex McFar-
land has written a book that should be one of the anchor books of every
parent’s library.
—Mike CALHOUN
Executive Assistant to the President, Word of Life Fellowship Inc.
Author of Where Was God When: Real Answers to Hard Questions

Alex McFarland has written a winner! . . . This book should be owned
and taught by every youth pastor and parent!
—MicaaeL R. Licona
Associate Professor of Theology, Houston Baptist University

Kids have questions. If they are not answered, they turn into doubts. If
left unattended, they produce doubters. This is why the Bible commands
us: “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you



may know how you ought to answer each person” (Colossians 4:6, Esv).
... If you are looking for a book that “puts the cookies on the bottom
shelf” and that will even have parents putting their hands in the cookie
jar, then this is it.

—DRr. NorMAN GEISLER

Professor of Apologetics, Veritas Seminary

Alex McFarland has written this outstanding book to answer these ques-
tions and should guide many of the youth to ground their faith in Jesus
Christ.
—F1rmER L. Towns
Cofounder, Liberty University

I can still recall my high school speech teacher smugly inviting one of his
pet students to give a controversial oration that attempted to convince
the class that Jesus never really died on the cross, but was instead drugged
until he revived in his tomb. As a new believer, I struggled with this ora-
tion. I was pretty sure the student’s claims about Christ were false, but I
was ill prepared to offer any defense. Oh, how I wish I had been brought
up with a book like this one.

—Bos WALISZEWSKI

Director, Plugged In (pluggedin.com)

I'd like to see this profoundly important book make its way into the
home of every Christian family. Kids have tough questions about their
faith, and Alex shows how parents can provide answers in a theologically
accurate, relational, and fun way.

—JerF MyERs, PHD

President, Summit Ministries

Through Alex’s books and lectures, he has literally obeyed Simon Peter’s
admonition to “be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a rea-
son for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15, Nkjv). Let me urge parents
and grandparents alike to secure a copy and begin using it.
—Dr. H. L. WiLLMINGTON
Founder and Dean, Willmington School of the Bible
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INTRODUCTION

Theology Lessons
on the Front Steps

[Children] are like wet cement. Any word
that falls on them makes an impact.

—Dr. Haim Ginott, Between Parent and Child

When my niece Allie was five, she was always asking me imaginative
questions about God. One day she arranged a pastoral Q-and-A session
for me. I waited on the front steps of her house while she gathered several
of her friends. An impromptu study group gathered around, and Allie
announced, “My uncle is a preacher, and he can tell you what kinds of
ice cream there will be in heaven.”

I forced back laughter as the tribunal of little faces turned toward me.
Their expressions seemed to say, “Tell us, grown-up, and we wil/ receive
your words! What kinds of ice cream will we have in heaven?”

My heart just about melted, and my brain fumbled for an answer. I
thought about what a privilege it was that, at least for a season, I was the

go-to person whenever my niece had a question about God or theology.

Theological Emergencies

The questions children ask may often make us smile or even laugh, but
consider this thought: Becoming the Christian Wikipedia for your kids
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is both a God-ordained privilege and a relationship building block. Re-
member that when you're presented with questions like these:

“Are Santa’s elves angels or humans?”

“Did the baby Jesus have to wear diapers?”

“In Sunday school we read from Hebrews, ‘I will remember their sins
no more.”! How can this be if God knows everything?”

But having an inquisitive child is no cause for alarm. Quite the op-
posite, in fact. As long as your child is seeking guidance from you, every-
thing is okay. That’s not an emergency; that’s a gift. The true emergency

is when your child szops coming to you for answers.

Me, a Theologian? Actually, Yes!

You, as a Christian parent, can be an effective responder to the tough
theological questions your children ask. The main purpose of this book
is to equip you to do just that. You can become an expert even if you've
never read the Bible much before, and you don’t know whether the book
of Ezekiel is in the Old or New Testament. More than that, you can de-
velop a relationship with your child in which biblical principles are lived
out, not merely talked about.

I compiled these twenty-one questions after years of interacting with
families, children, teens, and college students, and from dozens of per-
sonal interviews conducted during the creation of this book. I'm con-
fident that virtually all the tough questions you'll face about God and
Christianity are addressed within the pages of this book in one form or
another.

As you use this book to prepare yourself for the questions your kids
may ask, your understanding of God and biblical truth will also deepen.
Rather than squirming when the tough questions arise, you'll begin to
cherish the opportunity to have meaningful conversations about the
Bible. The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask about Christianity
is designed to be your primer and guide for giving answers that are not
only scriptural but are also easy for kids to relate to and absorb spiritually.
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Proverbs 1:8-9 promises certain benefits to the children who receive
their parents’ godly teaching: “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction
and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. They will be a garland to grace
your head and a chain to adorn your neck.”

What does this mean? Solomon was comparing the adornment of
godly wisdom to the clothes and jewels of royalty. Parents are to impart
to their children something comparable to, and even preferable to, a type
of victor’s medal: God’s truth. And preparing yourself to answer questions
and model truth can be rewarding in and of itself.

Christian parenting involves much more than sending our children
off to Sunday school and Wednesday-night youth group. I was a youth
pastor for many years, and I poured my heart out to the students under
my care. But nothing can compare to the devotion, time, and love parents
give to their own precious children. Sure, kids need a Christian commu-

nity, and even mentors, but they need you more.

First, the Good News! But Then ...

The good news is “You can do this!” You can learn how to better grasp the
deep realities of Scripture, and you can also learn to effectively handle the
challenging questions related to God’s Word. Because God wants every-
one to know about Him, each person is promised the Holy Spirit’s help
and guidance. First John 2:27 says, “His anointing teaches you about all
things, and is true and is not a lie” (NasB). Begin the journey, and God
will come alongside you in a tangible way.

That’s not to say it’s easy. After more than a decade of hosting live
radio call-in shows, I thought I had heard every possible question and
variation thereof. But new, creative, and even odd questions about spiri-
tual topics continue to be brought to my attention. A young lady recently
called in to my radio program and asked about two passages from the
book of Acts. She noted that the Holy Spirit was so present in the lives of
Peter and Paul that people would be healed by simply coming into con-

tact with objects that the apostles had touched. (An apostle was someone
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who walked with Jesus during Christ’s earthly ministry.) In Acts 5:15-16,
even Peter’s shadow passing over someone’s afflicted body resulted in a
healing. The caller asked, “Could God work through Christians in this
way today?”

How do you answer such a question with only sixty seconds left in
the broadcast? As succinctly as possible!

In about one minute, and by the time the radio program’s ending
theme music was starting, | had explained that God works in any way
necessary that . . .

1. is in conformity with His sinless and perfect nature;

2. is in harmony with the rest of His written Word; and

3. is reasonable and logically meaningful.

I explained to the caller that Acts is about the early church’s begin-
ning. The Lord did whatever was necessary to bring and authenticate the
gospel to the world, and part of that initiative included many miracles.
Peter, Paul, and the other apostles had been in the presence of the risen
Jesus, so it’s fair to assume they had a level of anointing, power, and
spiritual authority that they needed to do the job.

Could the Holy Spirit do such things again today? Of course. But
we'll leave that to Him to decide if and when it’s necessary.

My point in sharing this is to show that tough questions don’t have
to frighten you. With some basic tools and a growing understanding of
God’s Word, you can be ready for any spiritual questions your children
present to you. Through your example, the message you want to pass on
to your children is this: “Your word is a lamp to my feet / And a light
to my path” (Psalm 119:105, Nkjv). This book will help you and your
family find God’s path to biblical wisdom.
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How to Answer a Question

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him.

—James 1:5, NKJV

Dr. Lester Morton served as an Old Testament professor at a small
Methodist college in the South for many years. He was known for his
liberal views on the Bible, which he openly and frequently expressed in
the classroom. Many of his former students have told me that on the first
day of his Old Testament survey classes, Dr. Morton informed them,
“We are going to begin studying the Old Testament in Genesis chapter
12, because the first eleven chapters are a myth.” He spent most of the
semester refuting the Old Testament miracles—creation, Noah’s ark and
the flood, the parting of the Red Sea—and casting doubt on the authen-
ticity of the books themselves.

One day Dr. Morton told his students about an incident that hap-
pened during his teenage years. Without a doubt, I believe this experience
corroded his view of the Bible’s authority. The teenage Morton went to
his pastor with a question about an Old Testament passage that seemed
to contradict another passage. But when Morton approached his pastor,
explaining his confusion and expressing doubt, the pastor responded,
“You shouldn’t ask questions like that. You're just supposed to take the
Scriptures as truth.”

I believe this woefully inadequate response shaped Morton’s
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theological views. Instead of receiving satisfying answers to his legitimate
questions, he began to believe there were no good answers. Ultimately,
this led to Morton sowing similar doubts into the hearts of a generation
of young college students.

The answer Morton received is a rendition of another reply com-
monly used to deflect inquisitive young minds: “Because the Bible says
so.” This is never a sufficient answer for the theological questions that arise
from children and teens. When we give them such off-the-cuff answers
with no real biblical basis or thought on our part, we are telling them that
Christianity is not worthy of our time, effort, and intellect. Or worse yet,
that Christianity and the Bible are not strong enough to bear the scrutiny
of a serious study. Out of all the answers that could have been given in
response to Morton’s question, “You shouldnt ask” was one of the worst.

We shouldn’t be surprised or caught off guard when our children ask
us tough questions about Christianity and the Bible. After all, they are
immersed in a culture that aggressively questions and attacks the Chris-
tian worldview. And as much as we would like to think that we have the
most influence on our kids, we are just one of many voices vying for their
attention. By the time our children reach college, they will have been
bombarded with so many conflicting intellectual messages that it may
be difficult for them to distinguish God’s truth from what the world is
telling them. If the answers we give to their questions about faith aren’t
satisfactory or are laced with contempt toward atheists or other non-
Christian groups, our children will begin to search elsewhere. And we

may not like where they find their answers.

How to Use This Book

The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask abour Christianity was not
written as an encyclopedia of theological answers for you to look up on
a specific topic and have a pat answer ready to read verbatim. Instead, I
wanted to point you in the right direction and give you the tools, skills,
and basic information to start your search for the answers to your child’s

questions.
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Regarding the content, my prayer is that this book will provide the
foundation for answering virtually any question that comes along. You
may be surprised at some of the topics in the book that are 7oz addressed.
Social issues, such as racism and sex trafficking, are not included. Neither
did I tackle the teachings of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints (Mormonism) or the Jehovah’s Witnesses. But we will spend suf-
ficient time establishing the trustworthiness and authority of the Bible
and the nature of God, which resolve ambiguity about countless issues.

For example, if your kids thoroughly understand the significance
of Jesus’ deity and work on the cross, then questions about cults will be
much easier to explain. If your children are convinced the Bible’s teach-
ings on morality are trustworthy, then the dozens of questions regarding
sex, marriage, and homosexuality will be more easily dealt with.

But you can't wait until your children ask a question to flip to this
booK’s table of contents. You need to be prepared with some basic knowl-
edge of the Bible before questions are asked, and then be ready to go
deeper as the need arises. Read through this entire book. Develop the
Bible-study skills taught in its pages. Build a library of study helps that will
assist you in understanding and researching the Word of God. As your un-
derstanding of God’s Word increases, you will be prepared for almost any
question your children ask, or you'll know where to go to find the answers.

I refer to “your child” or “your children” throughout this book, but
I realize that some of you may be reading this as youth leaders, teachers,
pastors, friends, or relatives. In this light, we are all part of the family of
God and as such have a responsibility to teach and train the children of

the family, whether or not they are our own offspring.

The Question behind the Question

When children and teens ask questions about God, the Bible, Christian-
ity, or something that touches on a spiritual matter, our first reaction
may be to blurt out an answer. There are times when that approach is
called for, but it’s better to pause and think, Why is my child asking this

question? What information (or misinformation) is in her mind that may
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be influencing her? Has a recent event or circumstance in his life prompted
this line of thinking?

Often, children are trying to come to terms with a complex issue
and will find one point of that issue to ask a question about. It’s like a
jigsaw puzzle—they are trying to understand the entire picture while only
looking at one piece. Our job is to listen to the question and try to figure
out the entire puzzle by using their question and our knowledge of their
lives. There is very often a question behind the question: a deeper, more
personal issue they are wrestling with and may not know how to express
yet. You, as the parent, must dig a little deeper to find the real heart of
the matter.

Let’s say your child comes to you and asks, “Why does God allow bad
things to happen?” This seems like a straightforward theological question,
right? But what if Grandma had been ill and has just passed away? The
real question your child is asking may be, “Why did God allow Grandma
to die? I prayed for her. Why didn't He answer my prayer?” This is a much
more personal issue.

Or what if your child comes to you and asks, “Does God really send
people to hell?” Again, this is another straightforward question. But what
if the real question is, “Will God send e to hell?” Then your approach
to the question will certainly be much different, because the question
might indicate that God is working in the heart of your child to draw
him or her to Christ.

One of the most effective ways to find the question behind the ques-
tion is to begin by saying, “That’s a great question. What do you think?”
When you ask that question, you should remain quiet and allow your
child to articulate what he or she is thinking while you listen closely.
Listening is not just a good skill for children; adults benefit from it too!

Be sure to observe your child’s body language while listening. Does
your child look confused, fearful, under conviction, angry, or disap-
pointed? Body language communicates the urgency of the question. Is
this just mere curiosity, or is there a vital matter involved? These nonver-
bal cues are more pieces of the puzzle that can help you understand your

child’s real questions.
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Once you get a better grasp on your child’s question, it’s a good idea
to say, “Let me make sure I understand: You are asking . . . ?” Restating
the question helps make sure that you aren't reading your own question
into your child’s question. It also can help children see their true under-
lying question, especially if they haven’t even understood for themselves
what they were really asking. Once you understand what the real question
is, you are in a better position to give a satisfying answer.

You may also want to ask further diagnostic questions, such as
“What led you to ask about this?” Was it something your child heard in
school that prompted the question? Was it something your child heard
on television? Did one of his or her friends say something that called into
question your child’s beliefs? This will give you additional clues to the
origins of your child’s doubt and will aid you in formulating an answer.
As a doctor tries to diagnose an illness by asking diagnostic questions,
we should ask questions of a spiritually diagnostic nature to get to the
core of the issue.

Additionally, the approach you take when answering a child’s tough
questions about Christianity is just as important as the actual answers you
give. Your tone, body language, and reaction to questions communicate
just as much as actual words. Children are looking to see if adults really
believe what the Bible teaches. For questioning children, our answers
and interactions with them could mean the difference between faith and

skepticism, conviction and doubt, or heaven and hell.

Guiding the Conversation

When giving an answer to a spiritual question, it’s much more con-
structive to dialogue with your children rather than to give a mono-
logue—which they may see as a lecture. In other words, talk wizh your
children, not 2z them. Children often process what they learn much more
efficiently when they are allowed to ask questions and add input into
the conversation. One of the best ways to do this is to use the Socratic
method of teaching,.

Socrates was a well-known philosopher who had a unique method
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of answering his students’ questions. He would answer a question with
a question. With this approach, Socrates would steer the conversation
along by asking probing questions in an effort to help students arrive at
answers on their own.

Consider how Jesus at times answered a question with a question:

A certain lawyer stood up and tested [Jesus], saying, “Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your read-
ing of it?” (Luke 10:25-26, NKjv)

In this particular incident, Jesus challenged the lawyer to consider
what he already knew about God when seeking the answer to his ques-
tion. When you apply this method to answering the spiritual questions
your children pose, you encourage them to draw on the knowledge they
already have about God and apply it to their questions.

While you are talking with your children, consider peppering your
conversations with questions like these:

* How do you know that to be true?

* Where did you find your information?

* Can you give me an example to help me understand your
question?

* How did you come to that conclusion?

* What do you already know about this?

e Is this situation similar to any Bible stories you know?

* How could you look at this another way?

* What does God say about . . . ?

* What do you think might happen if . . . ?

If your children come up with answers on their own, it may lead to
the formation of a firm conviction rather than just an accumulation of
facts and knowledge. And when it comes to matters of your children’s
faith, convictions are better than knowledge because convictions aren’t

casily abandoned in the heat of the moment.
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Don’t Give Too Much Information

Eight-year-old Lewis came to his mother and asked, “Mom, what is sex?”
After Mom went through a speech about the differences between men
and women, dating, love, marriage, and what comes after, Lewis looked
utterly confused.

She finally asked, “Do you have any more questions?”

He answered, “Yeah, we had to fill out this form at school, and it
asked what our sex was. Am I an M or an F?”

Be careful that you don’t give your children too much information.
A question about Jesus coming back may not call for a detailed discus-
sion of eschatology, pre- or post-tribulation rapture, and the prophecies
of Ezekiel and Daniel as compared to Revelation and Thessalonians. A
simple “We don’t know exactly when, but here’s how we can make sure
we are ready when Jesus does come back” may be all your children need
at the moment.

How much your children will understand will depend on their age.
As they ask their questions, give them just enough information to be
accurate and to satisfy their curiosity. Be sure to use language that is ap-
propriate for their understanding and maturity level.

I believe that kids truly appreciate it when adults talk with them
about God and life in plain language. Don’t be surprised if you get the
reputation around the neighborhood as the go-to grown-up for straight
answers. God may entrust you with ministry opportunities that reach
beyond the bounds of your immediate family.

If your children continue to ask questions, go deeper with them until

they are satisfied with your answers.

It’s Okay to Say “I Don’t Know”

Believe it or not, “I don’t know” is an acceptable answer as long as you
follow it up with “Let’s find out the answer together.” Too many Chris-
tians never talk about their faith because they’re afraid that people,
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especially their children, are going to ask them a question they can’t
answer. If your child asks you such a question, you could pass it off to a
pastor or a Sunday school teacher, but that has three drawbacks: (1) It
needlessly delays the answer; (2) it sends a clear message that “normal” or
lay Christians don’t have to know the Scriptures well or be able to defend
the faith; and (3) you lose an opportunity to build a spiritual relationship
with your child.

Unless you are a Bible scholar who spends hours upon hours in study,
chances are that your little ones will eventually stump you with a ques-
tion. That’s okay! You can’t be expected to know the answer to every ques-
tion your children, or other people, throw at you about Christianity. But
you can and should show a willingness to dig deep and find the answer.

No matter your background or current Bible knowledge, your will-
ingness to invest the time in helping your children find the answers
speaks volumes about your personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A
favorite verse that is often used to emphasize the importance of Bible
study is 2 Timothy 2:15. The King James Version renders the passage
this way: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” The word
study doesn’t necessarily mean “hit the books” or “memorize informa-
tion.” Reading this verse in more modern translations reveals that the
meaning points toward being diligent, focused, or committed. But the
important principle is there: We are to strive for effectiveness and accurate
knowledge of God’s Word in our walk and witness. Nourish your own
heart and mind with Scripture daily, and you'll also be prepping yourself
for your kids’ spiritual questions, which wi// come!

While this may seem like a daunting task, don’t be afraid! God prom-
ises to provide wisdom to those who ask for it (James 1:5). You can pray
for understanding (Psalm 119:73) and dig into the Word daily. When it
comes to being ready to give effective answers to challenging questions,
I truly believe that our Lord’s invitation from Matthew 7:7 is applicable:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it

will be opened to you” (NKjv).
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Why Does God Allow Evil?

Why God no kill the devil,
so make him no more do wicked?

Friday, in The Life and Surprising Adventures
of Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

This question takes as many forms as there are people to ask it. One com-
mon variation is “Why does God allow evil people to live?” Another is
“If God knew Adam and Eve would sin, why did He put the tree in the
garden of Eden?” Adult skeptics will preface the question with presup-
positions, such as “If God is all-loving, why does He allow bad things to
happen to good people? If God is all-powerful, why doesn’t He do some-
thing about the suffering in the world?”

Almost every person with an active mind has wrestled with the ques-
tion of evil. Some of the best and brightest thinkers in history have in-
vested much of their lives and intellect in this subject. For the sake of
clarity, I've divided evil into two chapters. Chapter 1 covers moral evil
(sin), and chapter 2 covers natural evil and suffering (disasters).

Believe it or not, the problem of evil isn’t as difficult as most people
make it out to be. While it can appear complicated, it’s certainly not a
theological showstopper. Using a few cups of Scripture mixed with a
healthy dose of logic, you can adequately address your children’s con-
cerns. As your children mature, however, their questions will change,
and you may need to revisit the related Bible passages and reexamine the

problem of evil several times.
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Key QUESTION RECAP: The reality of evil in a world
oS0l that was supposedly created “good” presents

Christianity with one of its most common objec-
tions. The apparent dilemma is this: If God is
good, wise, and all-powerful, then why doesn’t He remove (or at

least restrain) the evil in this world?

1. All evil present in this world is traceable to Adam and
Eve’s fall into sin. That means every human is part of the
world’s evil. Sin and evil are virtually the same thing.

2. God is patient and loving, however, and He has a plan
that will rid the world of evil and evil people. Part of that
plan involves Jesus’ death on the cross.

HOPE-FILLED ANSWER: Throughout Scripture, especially in the
New Testament, we are promised God's victory over sin and evil.
Christ's empty tomb is proof that sin and death have been fully
conquered, and one day evil will be eternally removed.

Moral Evil—the Answer Begins in Genesis

The word evil appears in the Bible as early as Genesis 2. In verse 17, God
gave Adam a single command, which Adam later passed on to Eve: “You
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat of it you will surely die.”

Did Adam and Eve eat the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil? Yes. So by the third chapter of Genesis, we arrive at the answer
to the question about why there is evil in the world. The answer is that
Adam and Eve chose evil, or sin, by disobeying God.

An ancillary question immediately follows: Why did God allow
Adam and Eve to live when He said in Genesis 2:17 that they would
surely die if they ate from the tree in the center of the garden?

The answer is this: Starting with Adam and Eve, throughout history
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everyone has sinned, and sinning is “evil.” If God had destroyed Adam and
Eve on the spot, there would have been no one left—there would have
been no human race. However, there was still a penalty or punishment
that was imposed on Adam and Eve
and all subsequent human beings— O Did Adam and Eve die
physical degradation and death. Adam 8 like everybody else?
and Eve did not die immediately, but © —ABIGAIL, age nine
they did eventually die. o

Critics of the Bible argue that the serpent was correct when he said,
“You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). The skeptic’s line of reasoning is this:
“God said that eating the fruit would cause death. But when Adam and
Eve ate the fruit, they weren’t struck down. They did nor die. They lived.”

s N
What Is Evil?

If you have older children or ones who are philosophically minded,
this material may help you.

Some people assume that evil is a “thing,” so if God created
everything, then He must have created evil. The disheartening con-
clusion would then be that this world of suffering must somehow
be the way God wants it.

Christian thinkers like Augustine and C. S. Lewis reasoned that
evil is not a thing. Evil is not a tangible or physical object; it is a
corruption of an otherwise good thing. Scholars use the word pri-
vation with regard to evil. Therefore, God was being truthful in His
assessment of His entire creation, recorded in Genesis 1:31: “It was
very good.”

Evil is a parasite that feeds on a host. God did not “create”
evil when He set the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in the
garden of Eden. Evil is the degradation and corruption of some-
thing that otherwise is good. God allowed evil to enter the equa-
tion; He allowed privation. But it's not accurate to say that He

caused it or created it.
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However, the wording in Genesis 2:17 literally means “When you eat
of it, in dying, you shall die.” Even though Adam and Eve did not keel
over dead right that instant, physical death became a part of the human
experience and a consequence of human sin. But the subtle reality of
Genesis 2:17 is this: Sins entrance into the human experience meant that
spiritual death would follow physical death. “In dying, you shall die.” Think
of it: a double dose of death for every person. The implications of this are

tragic beyond description.

“In Adam’s Fall, We Sinned All”"

As a result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, sin was passed on to the rest
of humanity. This bent for evil in humans is called sin nature. The onset
of sin nature is where the question of evil turns personal and can present
an opportunity to share the gospel. Most children (and many adults)
think of evil as describing someone like Hitler, drug dealers, or Uncle
Leroy who divorced six wives. When your children realize that they them-
selves are part of the world’s evil and that a penalty of death is required of

them, then the need for God’s grace becomes apparent.

r )
The Fate of the First Couple

Adam and Eve did die like everyone else. They were the first
people to experience death. God had warned them not to eat

of a certain fruit in the garden where they lived, but they chose

to disobey Him and did it anyway. This caused Adam and Eve to
begin growing older, and they eventually died. Because of their
sin, the process of aging and death now happens to all people
everywhere. Sin causes not only physical death but also that death
within our souls, or what some call spiritual death. If it weren't for
the forgiveness offered by Jesus, Adam and Eve—and you and |—

would be separated from God forever because of sin.
\. J
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If your children ask, “Couldn’t God just snuff out all the wicked
people in an instant?” you can explain that of course He could, but that
would wipe out a// of us. God defines evil as selfishness, anger, unforgive-
ness, untruthfulness, faithlessness, and so on. These “minor” sins are as
odious to God as the things that most of us would say are “major” sins
(such as murder, robbery, rape, torture, etc.). To understand salvation and
to have a sound Christian worldview, it’s essential that this important fact
become ingrained in your children’s hearts and minds: “A// have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

The Parable of the Weeds

In the Parable of the Weeds, Jesus hinted at God’s patience and plans as
He told His disciples this story:

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his

field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed

The Sugar Test

Younger children may need a concrete example of how high
God's standard for purity is. A fun and simple way to illustrate

this is with a cup of white sugar and one grain of salt. Show your
children the sugar and then pour it into a bowl. Let them dip their
fingers in the sugar and taste it. Next, take a pair of tweezers, pick
up a grain of salt, and drop it into the sugar. Mix in the grain of
salt. Let your children taste the sugar again. It should taste fine to
them, since one grain of salt doesn't affect their taste experience,
but they have seen with their eyes that it's not pure sugar any-
more. Explain that God knows where that grain of salt is even if

we can't detect it, and until that grain is removed, the whole bowl

is impure (evil).
\_ J
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weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

The owner’s servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn’t you sow
good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?”

“An enemy did this,” he replied.

The servants asked him, “Do you want us to go and pull them up?”

“No,” he answered, “because while you are pulling the weeds,
you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until
the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat
and bring it into my barn.” (Matthew 13:24-30)

This parable is easy for most children to understand. It demonstrates
the patience of God to endure evil people but also shows that there will
be consequences later. Simply put, delayed justice is not the same thing
as the absence of justice.

As a result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, humans were no longer
allowed in Paradise. Genesis 3:23 says, “So the Lorp God banished him
from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been
taken.” In fact, God told Adam that he and all of his descendants were
going to have difficult lives, a truth that continues to this very day:

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from

the tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it,’

Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat of it
all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground.” (Verses 17-19)
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The Answer Continues in the New Testament

So, are we stuck with evil forever? No. God does have a plan to rid the
world of all the evil. He’s just waiting for the perfect time to do it. The
final step will be the re-creation of the world as described in the book of
Revelation—but we're getting ahead of ourselves. The firsz step toward
ridding the world of evil was sending Jesus Christ to earth in human
form.

Children understand the concept of second chances. We've all heard
them ask for a do-over when they play games. Jesus Christ is called the
“last Adam” because He was humankind’s do-over—the way to get rid
of the problem of evil. In 1 Corinthians 15:45, the relationship between
Adam and Jesus is explained: “So it is written: “The first man Adam
became a living being’; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” Because God
knew that one day His Son, Jesus, would pay the price for sin and evil,
He allowed humankind to live.

God Is Merciful

If your children question how God could allow so many evil people to

go on living, ask them to consider Romans 3:25:

God gave [Jesus] as a sacrifice to pay for sins. So he forgives the sins
of those who have faith in his blood. God did all of that to prove that
he is fair. Because of his mercy he did not punish people for the sins

they had committed before Jesus died for them. (N1rv)

According to this verse, God allowed humans to live because He
knew that Jesus Christ would pay the death-penalty debt that was out-
standing. Before Jesus came to earth, God established a sacrificial system
so His people could offer a payment for their sins against Him. In fact,
the Old Testament describes many different types of sacrifices—bulls,

lambs, goats, and even birds. However, all these sacrifices were temporary;
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they were not a complete payment for sin. Additionally, these sacrifices
symbolically pointed toward the need for Christ. The one perfect sac-
rifice would be God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who would have no sin nature
and would live a perfect life of obedience to God. Because of His special
pedigree and holy life, Jesus would be the One who could take the pun-
ishment for everyone else.

God’s Son (and as such, the “perfect man”) could do what the animal
sacrifices could not. Hebrews 10:4 points out that “it is impossible for
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” Hebrews 10:10 explains
how the relationship between God and fallen, evil people is restored: “We
have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.”

Jesus implied that children have, well, childlike faith (Matthew 18:3;
Mark 10:14-15). (He said that adults need this type of faith every bit as
much, but that’s a separate story!) Simple concepts like the Sugar Test or
parables like the Parable of the Weeds will resonate with children. And we
need to tell our children that God is good. God is delaying punishment
to give us a chance to accept His sacrificial offer of Jesus. In the end, there

is a way home—and children can appreciate that.
y pp
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