


“This series is a tremendous resource for those wanting to study and teach the Bible with an 

understanding of how the gospel is woven throughout Scripture. Here are gospel-minded 

pastors and scholars doing gospel business from all the Scriptures. This is a biblical and theo-

logical feast preparing God’s people to apply the entire Bible to all of life with heart and mind 

wholly committed to Christ’s priorities.”

BRYAN CHAPELL, President Emeritus, Covenant Theological Seminary; Senior Pastor, 

Grace Presbyterian Church, Peoria, Illinois

“Mark Twain may have smiled when he wrote to a friend, ‘I didn’t have time to write you a 

short letter, so I wrote you a long letter.’ But the truth of Twain’s remark remains serious and 

universal, because well-reasoned, compact writing requires extra time and extra hard work. 

And this is what we have in the Crossway Bible study series Knowing the Bible. The skilled au-

thors and notable editors provide the contours of each book of the Bible as well as the grand 

theological themes that bind them together as one Book. Here, in a 12-week format, are care-

fully wrought studies that will ignite the mind and the heart.”

R. KENT HUGHES, Visiting Professor of Practical Theology, Westminster Theological 

Seminary

“Knowing the Bible brings together a gifted team of Bible teachers to produce a high-quality 

series of study guides. The coordinated focus of these materials is unique: biblical content, 

provocative questions, systematic theology, practical application, and the gospel story of God’s 

grace presented all the way through Scripture.”

PHILIP G. RYKEN, President, Wheaton College

“These Knowing the Bible volumes provide a significant and very welcome variation on the 

general run of inductive Bible studies. This series provides substantial instruction, as well as 

teaching through the very questions that are asked. Knowing the Bible then goes even further 

by showing how any given text links with the gospel, the whole Bible, and the formation of 

theology. I heartily endorse this orientation of individual books to the whole Bible and the 

gospel, and I applaud the dem onstra tion that sound theology was not something invented 

later by Christians, but is right there in the pages of Scripture.”

GRAEME L. GOLDSWORTHY, former lecturer, Moore Theological College; author, 

According to Plan, Gospel and Kingdom, The Gospel in Revelation, and Gospel and Wisdom

“What a gift to earnest, Bible-loving, Bible-searching believers! The organization and structure 

of the Bible study format presented through the Knowing the Bible series is so well conceived. 

Students of the Word are led to understand the content of passages through perceptive, guided 

questions, and they are given rich insights and application all along the way in the brief but 

illuminating sections that conclude each study. What potential growth in depth and breadth 

of understanding these studies offer! One can only pray that vast numbers of believers will 

discover more of God and the beauty of his Word through these rich studies.”

BRUCE A. WARE, Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary
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S E R I E S  P R E F A C E

KNOWING THE BIBLE, as the series title indicates, was created to help readers 
know and understand the meaning, the message, and the God of the Bible. 
Each volume in the series consists of 12 units that progressively take the reader 
through a clear, concise study of one or more books of the Bible. In this way, 
any given volume can fruitfully be used in a 12-week format either in group 
study, such as in a church-based context, or in individual study. Of course, these 
12 studies could be completed in fewer or more than 12 weeks, as convenient, 
depending on the context in which they are used.

Each study unit gives an overview of the text at hand before digging into it 
with a series of questions for reflection or discussion. The unit then concludes 
by highlighting the gospel of grace in each passage (“Gospel Glimpses”), iden-
tifying whole-Bible themes that occur in the passage (“Whole-Bible Connec-
tions”), and pinpointing Christian doctrines that are affirmed in the passage 
(“Theological Soundings”).

The final component to each unit is a section for reflecting on personal and 
practical implications from the passage at hand. The layout provides space for 
recording responses to the questions proposed, and we think readers need to 
do this to get the full benefit of the exercise. The series also includes definitions 
of key words. These definitions are indicated by a note number in the text and 
are found at the end of each chapter.

Lastly, to help understand the Bible in this deeper way, we urge readers to use 
the ESV Bible and the ESV Study Bible, which are available in various print and 
digital formats, including online editions at esv.org. The Knowing the Bible series 
is also available online.

May the Lord greatly bless your study as you seek to know him through know-
ing his Word.

J. I. Packer 
Lane T. Dennis
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Week 1: Overview

 Getting Acquainted

Jonah, Micah, and Nahum reveal God’s directing of the nations for his purposes 
during the reemergence and ascendency of the Assyrian Empire. With messages 
of judgment against both Assyria and God’s own people in Israel1 and Judah, 
these prophets bring God’s explanation of world events to his people as they 
endure both prosperity and punishment from the Lord.

Jonah begins our study with what seems to be a simple word of judgment 
against the Assyrian city of Nineveh. However, as we look more closely at the 
book, it becomes clear that this judgment is directed not just at Israel’s enemies 
but actually against the people of Israel themselves. In their time of military 
expansion, wealth, and peace, Israel has become arrogant and self-focused, 
delighting in God’s steadfast love toward them but wanting to keep that love 
for themselves.

Micah continues this judgment against Israel and Judah for their turning 
away from God, especially through their mistreatment of the weak and power-
less among them. This wickedness, perpetrated and promoted by the leaders, 
prophets, and priests in Israel, would bring about the judgment of God at the 
hands of the Assyrians and, later, of the Babylonians. Nevertheless, God forgives 
sins and delights in restoring his people. Accordingly, Micah promises a com-
ing Shepherd-King who will deliver God’s people, restore them, and even take 
away those very things that led them astray.

Nahum concludes this time period with a condemning word against the 
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 Assyrians. Although they experienced God’s mercy and forgiveness because of 
their earlier repentance in the time of Jonah, they have once again exulted in 
violence and greed, and God’s Word to them, like their treatment of others, is 
graphic and devastating. The city of Nineveh will be destroyed completely by 
the avenging warrior God of Israel. (For further background, see the ESV Study 
Bible, pages 1683–1718; available online at www .esv .org.)

  Placing These Three Books in the Larger Story

These three short books together highlight the patience of God. Eager to forgive 
sins, God often allows the evil deeds of the wicked to pile up before he executes 
judgment, and this eagerness to forgive extends to all people everywhere, not 
just to Israel. In fact, Israel is supposed to be the herald of this great patient for-
giveness, but, because of her own evil, God will bring judgment upon his people, 
too. These books, then, expose our sin, shame, and need for forgiveness and also 
point to the Great Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, making such 
forgiveness possible. Indeed, for those who put their trust in Jesus Christ, God 
will tread their iniquities underfoot and cast their sins into the depths of the sea.

  Key Verses

“Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity2 and passing over transgression3 for 
the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because 
he delights in steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread 
our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” 
(Mic. 7:18–19)

 Date and Historical Background

Around 780–745 BC the Assyrian Empire, which had largely ruled the ancient 
world for nearly a century, seemed to wane in power, and as a result of this 
temporarily waning influence, Jeroboam II continued his father’s military ex-
pansion of Israel (2 Kings 14:23–28). Assyria’s ebbing power, however, would 
not last long. Tiglath-pileser became king of the Assyrian Empire in 745 BC and 
quickly reestablished Assyrian dominance throughout the region. Like many 
of the Assyrian kings before him, Tiglath-pileser’s reign was characterized by 
cruelty and destruction, especially upon those nations and peoples the Assyr-
ians conquered. The northern kingdom of Israel experienced this cruelty, and in 
722 BC it was devastated by the subsequent Assyrian king, Shalmaneser V, who 
ruled from 727–722 BC. Two kings later, Sennacherib (704–681 BC), made the 
prominent Assyrian city Nineveh the capital of the empire, enhancing the city 
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and its defenses. However, less than one hundred years later, the city would be 
completely destroyed, and only a handful of years after that the empire itself 
would also be totally removed from history.

Into these world events, God sends his prophets with a message not just for 
Israel and Judah but also for Nineveh. The prophets of Jonah and Nahum sit as 
bookends surrounding Nineveh’s reestablishment as a world power, with Jonah 
prophesying during the reign of Israel’s king Jeroboam II (782–753 BC) and 
Nahum recording his oracles4 and visions in Judah likely sometime between 
660 and 630 BC. The ministry of Micah lasts a minimum of 20–25 years, though 
perhaps longer, as he prophesies during the reigns of Judah’s kings Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, placing Micah’s words sometime between 750 and 687 BC.

 Outlines

Jonah

I. Jonah’s Commissioning and Response (1:1–2:10)

A. Jonah’s commissioning and flight (1:1–3)

B. Jonah and the pagan sailors (1:4–16)

C. Jonah’s grateful prayer (1:17–2:10)

II. Jonah’s Recommissioning and Response (3:1–4:4)

A. Jonah’s recommissioning and compliance (3:1–3a)

B. Jonah and the pagan Ninevites (3:3b–10)

C. Jonah’s angry prayer (4:1–4)

III. Jonah’s Lesson about Compassion (4:5–11)

Micah

I. Superscription (1:1)

II. The Announcement of Judgment on Israel and Judah (1:2–2:13)

A. God’s punishment of Samaria and Judah (1:2–16)

1. Judgment on Samaria (1:2–7)
2. Judgment on Judah (1:8–16)

B. Abuses and abusers of Yahweh’s land (2:1–11)

1. Indictment and future punishment (2:1–5)
2. Rejection of the prophetic word (2:6–11)

C. The divine promise to gather Jacob (2:12–13)
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III. The Present Injustice and the Future Prospect of Just Rule in Jerusalem 
(3:1–5:15)

A. Present leaders denounced (3:1–12)

1. Judgment against the heads of Jacob (3:1–4)
2. Judgment against the prophets (3:5–8)
3. Judgment against the heads of Jacob (3:9–12)

B. Jerusalem’s restoration among the nations—promised (4:1–7)

1. Nations approach Zion in peace (4:1–5)
2. Divine promise to gather Zion (4:6–7)

C. Jerusalem’s restoration among the nations—accomplished (4:8–5:15)

1. Restoration of Zion’s dominion (4:8)
2. Nations approach Zion for battle (4:9–13)
3. The Shepherd-King arrives and the remnant is restored (5:1–15)

IV. The Lord’s Indictment and Restoration of His People (6:1–7:20)

A. Israel accused: covenant violation (6:1–8)

1. The prophetic summons (6:1–2)
2. Divine interrogation and saving acts (6:3–5)
3. People’s response and prophetic reply (6:6–8)

B. Crisis in relationship (6:9–7:7)

1. Divine indictment of treachery (6:9–12)
2. Divine sentence for treachery (6:13–16)
3. Consequence of disobedience: social upheaval (7:1–7)

C. Zion’s repentance and renewed faith in Yahweh’s help (7:8–13)

D. Restoration of the relationship between Israel and Yahweh (7:14–20)

Nahum

I. Introduction (1:1)

II. A Psalm Descriptively Praising the Lord (1:2–8)

A. The Lord takes vengeance on his guilty adversaries (1:2–3a)

B. The Lord rules creation in majesty, and no one can stand before his 
wrath (1:3b–6)

C. The Lord delivers those who take refuge in him (1:7)

D. The Lord destroys his adversaries (1:8)

III. The Lord’s Coming Judgment on Nineveh and Deliverance of Judah (1:9–15)

A. The destruction of wicked, plotting Nineveh (1:9–12a)

B. Judah, having been afflicted by the Lord, is freed from Assyrian 
bondage (1:12b–13)
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C. The termination of vile, idolatrous Nineveh (1:14)

D. Peace and deliverance for Judah (1:15)

IV. Focus on Nineveh: The Lord’s Coming Judgment (2:1–13)

A. The beginning of the attack on Nineveh (2:1)

B. Reasons for judgment: the Assyrians’ plundering of Judah, though 
Judah’s restoration by God is planned (2:2)

C. Attacking soldiers and military action at Nineveh (2:3–5)

D. The fall and plundering of Nineveh (2:6–9)

E. A taunting song portraying Nineveh’s destruction because of the city’s 
lust for conquest (2:10–12)

F. The Lord speaks a word of judgment (2:13)

V. Again, Focus on Nineveh: More concerning the Lord’s Coming Judgment 
(3:1–19)

A. Reasons for judgment: the violence, lying, and greed of Nineveh (3:1)

B. Military action at Nineveh and the ensuing slaughter of the Assyrians 
(3:2–3)

C. Reasons for judgment: the wickedness of Nineveh (3:4)

D. The Lord speaks a word of judgment (3:5–7)

E. Comparison with the conquest of Thebes (3:8–11)

F. A taunting song presenting Nineveh’s inevitable destruction because of 
the city’s incessant evil (3:12–19)

  As You Get Started

Read each book—Jonah, Micah, and Nahum—straight through in one sitting. 
What are your first impressions? What stands out to you?

What words, phrases, and themes seem to span across these three books?
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What questions do you have as you begin this study?

  As You Finish This Unit . . . 

Take a few minutes to ask God to bless you with increased understanding and a 
transformed heart and life as you begin this study of Jonah, Micah, and Nahum.

Definitions
1  Israel  – Originally, another name given to Jacob (Gen. 32:28). Later applied to the nation formed by his 

descendants, then to the 10 northern tribes of that nation, who rejected the anointed king and formed their 
own nation. In the NT, the name is applied to the church as the spiritual descendants of Abraham (Gal. 6:16).

2  Iniquity – Any violation of or failure to adhere to the commands of God, or the desire to do so.
3  Transgression – A violation of a command or law.
4  Oracle – From Latin “to speak.” In the Bible, refers to a divine pronouncement delivered through a human agent.




