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“0O Lord, you awaken us to delight in your
praise, for you made us for yourself, and our
heart is restless, until it rests in you.”

That’s a quote from Augustine, Bishop of
Hippo (AD 401) in his book, Confessions. He
hits on something basic to being a human
being. It involves a relationship with God and
a restlessness without him.

That relationship is what the Bible talks
about. It’s a subject that reaches to the very
core of life. This mini book traces the broad
strokes of the Bible’s message. It addresses
the issue of the restlessness, discontentment,
loneliness, out-of-whackness, ill-ateaseness,
wondering-what-it’s-all-aboutness we all face
in life.

Please find a quiet spot and spend some time
reading what follows. You might even offer a
prayer, asking God to help you think through
these things. The Bible passages from which
these thoughts are drawn are listed toward
the end.
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more than a dozen books
on Christian living. He is the husband of
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Reading Audience

» Unbelievers—whether neighbors, work
colleagues, family members, friends

» Churches and Christian ministries that
wish to share the gospel substantially and
in a winsome way

Features and Benefits

= A gift-quality production

» Tlustrated throughout in color with high-
quality graphics appropriate visual
metaphors

» Clear visual icons to reinforce the message

» Short and easy-to read sections

» Winsomely written, yet with a clear call to
repentance and faith

» Bible references clearly end noted

» Guidance on growth for new converts

» Discounts available on quantity purchases

Sample page graphics on next page mp

From the Back Cover:

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10).

What is the news that the angel announced to shepherds in the fields outside of Bethlehem? What
was so good about it? How can it bring not just joy but great joy? This mini book explains that good
news and how it can bring life-changing peace and joy to you, both now and into eternity.
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Creation

God created us for a relationship with himself.

The opening chapters of the Bible make one thing
abundantly clear: life has everything to do with God. We
were created by the eternal God to know and enjoy him. The
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by trying to make up for the sin we have done in
the past. A gift is free, not something we deserve.
Salvation does not come by turning over a new leaf
or trying harder, but by the grace of God to bestow
new lifie# Tn fact, the Bible says that “by grace you
have been saved through faith, And this is net your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
s0 that no one may boast.™ Faith comes as a gift of
new life.

As sinners we are unlovely and unlovable, Yet, amazingly,

God set his Jove upon sinners such as us to provide salvation

and 1o restore that broken relationship. But that raises the
question, how can we as sinners possibly® find acceptance
and a restored relationship with a koly Ged who must

punish us for our sin?

The only way God could reconcile sinners to himself was. .

1008 my
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Growth

Reconciliation

God sent his Son to accomplish
that restored relationship.

Everything that was needed for salvation and a restored
relationship with God, which was impossible for us, God
himnself did through the work of his Son, Jesus Christ, The
whaole 01d Testament speaks of God's promise of salvation
and presents previews to help us understand what God
would do on the behalf of sinners. Then in God's perfect

timing:

Just as babies grow to be toddlers, toddlers develop into
teens, and teens grow up into adults, so Christians grow and
mature. We grow in our relationship with Jesus and in our
appreciation for all he has done for us. And we grow up,
maturing toward becoming like Jesus.™ The grace that gives
us life in Jesus is the grace that grows us in Jesus.

Two Bible passages help us to understand this growth.




