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I’m curled up in bed, which means time for a story.

“But Dad,” I protested, “these books really bore me.”
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“Please make up your own—one with dragons and knights! 

Make it out-of-this-world and epic with fi ghts!”
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Dad thought for a moment, and then he declared,

“There is an adventure I haven’t yet shared . . .”
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“There once was a kingdom, unlike any around,

For everything there was—get this!—upside down!”
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“I see from your eyes that this kingdom sounds stunning.

Be careful, however, your thoughts don’t go running— 

I mean something special by upside and down.

Not grass in the sky, and not clouds on the ground. 

Th e castles don’t have any thrones on the ceiling.

Th e kingdom won’t give you a vertigo feeling. 

No riders on horses fall up from their saddles. 

(Or dragons would have the advantage in battles!)”
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“By upside and down, I mean inside and out—

Now let me explain what I’m talking about.

What’s strange in this place is just one certain thing:

The way that it’s ruled by its abnormal King!

The laws of His realm aren’t what you’d expect. 

He values the things other people reject.”
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“Here greatness is hiding in that which is small— 

Th e greatest of heroes are smallest of all! 

And though it might sound to our ears very wrong,

Th e poor are the rich and the weak are the strong!”
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“Th e fi rst will be last and the last will be fi rst,

And happy are all those who hunger and thirst 

If they hunger and thirst after things that are right,

For they are well-loved in the gracious King’s sight.”

Cruse, Kingdom.indd   13Cruse, Kingdom.indd   13 5/13/26   2:13 PM5/13/26   2:13 PM




