WHAT DID | SAY?

WHEN I JOINED THE CHURCH

—A Study of Church Vows—

The Rev. Glen A. McClung



Unless otherwise indicated, all quotations from Scripture are from the English Standard Version of the Bible,
copyright 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.

© Copyright 2010 by Christian Education & Publications

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—except as expressly allowed herein or
for brief quotations for the purpose of review or comment, without the prior permission of the publisher, Christian
Education and Publications, 1700 North Brown Road, Suite 102, Lawrenceville, Georgia 30043.

< CEP

Christian Education and Publications
Discipling God's Covenant People

Presbyterian Church in America
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 102
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30043-8143
1-800-283-1357

Wwww.pcacep.org



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1] (oo (U1 o o AN PSPPSR i
Vow # 1 — My PrediCament....... ...t 1
l. A SINNET e 2
Il The Consequences Of SINT ... 5
Il GOA’S NALUIE ..o 6
V. GOA’S MEICY ..ottt 7
VOW # 2 — MY ProfeSSION.........eeiiiiiiiiie et 9
l. WHhO JESUS IS ... 10
Il. What JESUS Did ... 12
[l Rest (Depend) Upon Him AlONE ........cuueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 16
V. As He is offered in the GOSspel ..o 16
V. RECEIVE ... e 16
VI. AS he is Offered ... 17
VOW # 3 — MY PrOMISE.....ooiiiiiiiie et 19
l. TRE RUIE ... 20
Il. THE RESOIVE ...t 23
Il THE RESOUICE. ....ceiiiiiiiie e 24
VoW # 4 — My PartiCipation ..........coouiiiiiiiiie et s e e et a e e ennes 27
l. Called tobe a Servant...........occoiiiiiiii e 28
I. IN HIS ChUICH ..o e 30
Il. Support and Participate..........ccuueeeiiiiiiiiiiee e 33
V. To the Best of My ADIlity ......coocuiiiieiie e 34
VOW # 5 — MY POSIION ...ttt e e e e e sne e e e snnaeeesnnnees 37
l. My Submission t0 ChIiSt .........ccoiiiiiiiiiee e 38
Il. My Submission to His Authority in His Church ..........cccccooiiiiiiiiinens 38
II. Further the PUrity ... 42
V. FUher its PaCE........cuiiii e 43
APPENAIX oottt e ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 47

[ F= 1T 0 11 | £ 49



INTRODUCTION

This course is a study of the five questions posed to those who are uniting with a PCA church. The

general outline is therefore as follows:

Session | - “My Predicament”
Session Il - “My Profession”
Session Il - “My Promise”

Session IV — “My Participation”
Session V - “My Position”

The idea for such a course was borrowed from Dr. W. G. Foster, former pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Florence, South Carolina, who used this outline for a series of sermons during a week of
special services in a church which | was pastoring. Since that time, | have felt a need (and others have
concurred) for something that would provide an in-depth look at what we were really saying (or at least,
should have been saying) when we said “I do” to those five questions. This course is an attempt to
respond to this need.

The course contains more material than might normally be used. In the context of our Vacation Bible
School, which provided an hour-and-a-half of teaching time each evening (two 45 minute segments with a
twenty minute break between), it fit perfectly. | have also used it for Adult Communicant classes taught
over a period of ten weeks dividing the material for each session in half. | have also taught the course in
another church over a five night period using basically the same format which we used in Vacation Bible
School. Depending on a church’s program, it could also be used on Sunday evenings, Wednesday
evenings, for Sunday School classes, home Bible studies, discipleship courses, etc.

My primary resource in this effort was the Word of God, a lot of time, and prayer. This course is not a
scholarly dissertation with a lengthy bibliography. It is simply a Bible study designed to teach the truth of
God’s Word using the words of our vows to provide an outline. It is my prayer that you will find it a helpful

tool in bringing people to greater maturity in Christ.

May the Lord bless you in your continued ministry to the glory of the Lord Jesus who alone is worthy!

In His Victory,
Glen A. McClung





