
Contents

Preface xi

1. Some Basic Principles 1
What Is Worship? 1
God-Centered Worship 4
Gospel-Centered Worship 5
Trinitarian Worship 6
Vertical and Horizontal 7
Broad and Narrow 9
The Importance of Worship 10
Questions for Discussion 11

2. Worship in the Old Testament 15
Meetings with God 15
Spontaneous Worship 17
Covenantal Worship 17
Sacrificial Worship 18
Sabbaths 19
Feasting 19
Tabernacle and Temple 20
Priests and Levites 21
The Synagogue 22
Conclusion 24
Questions for Discussion 24

3. Worship in the New Testament 25
Christ Fulfills Old Testament Worship 25
Worship in the Broad Sense 29
Christian Meetings 30
Questions for Discussion 35

Worship FINAL RELEASE:Worship FINAL RELEASE  6/30/08  12:10 PM  Page v



4. The Rules for Worship 37
We Need to Know the Rules 37
The Regulative Principle 38
Applications 40
Church Power 43
Conclusion 45
Questions for Discussion 46

5. What to Do in Worship 51
The “Elements” of Worship 51
Making a List 54
My List 55
Concluding Observations 60
Questions for Discussion 61

6. Arrangements for Worship 63
Leadership 63
Occasions for Worship 65
The Order of Events 67

1. The Historical Approach 67
2. Reenactment of Redemption 68
3. Dialogue 69
4. Conclusions 71

The Setting of Worship 72
Questions for Discussion 74

7. The Tone of Worship 77
The Emotions 77
How the Worshiper Should Feel 78
Style and Atmosphere 82
Authenticity in Worship 84
Questions for Discussion 85

8. God Speaks to Us: The Word and the Sacraments 89
The Word of God 89
The Reading of Scripture 90
Preaching and Teaching 91
Drama? 92
Blessings 94
Censures 95
Calls to Worship 95
Sacraments 96

vi Contents

Worship FINAL RELEASE:Worship FINAL RELEASE  6/30/08  12:10 PM  Page vi



Contents vii

Infant Baptism 98
Questions for Discussion 99

9. We Speak to God: Our Response to God’s Word 101
Prayer 101
Confessions of Faith 104
Congregational Responses 105
Individual Participation 106
Questions for Discussion 108

10. Music in Worship 111
Why Music? 111
What Does Music Do? 114
Why Is It So Controversial Today? 115
Questions for Discussion 120

11. Music in Worship: Some Controversies 123
Exclusive Psalmody 123
Instruments, Choirs, and Soloists 127
Songs Without Words 129
Music of the Body: Dance, Lifting Hands, and Clapping 130
Questions for Discussion 132

12. Music in Worship: Choosing Hymns 135
The Words 135
The Tunes 138
Questions for Discussion 142

13. Putting It Together 145
Questions for Discussion 154

Select, Annotated Bibliography 155
Scripture Index 161

Worship FINAL RELEASE:Worship FINAL RELEASE  6/30/08  12:10 PM  Page vii


